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Bucks County Symphony Orchestra
Presents Winter Concert
(DOYLESTOWN, PA—February 8, 2023) The Bucks County Symphony Orchestra continues its 70th Anniversary Season with a festive winter concert on Sunday, February 19 at 3:00 p.m. at Central Bucks High School South in Warrington.  The performance is conducted by Music Director José Luis Domínguez and Assistant Conductor Sebastian Grand.
The concert is sponsored by the Warren Family Foundation in memory of Tamara Warren, a much-admired BCSO cellist and long-time friend of the Symphony. 
Featured soloist is Julian Rhee, a spectacular violinist who joins the BCSO in a performance of Erich Korngold’s Violin Concerto in D, premiered in February 1947 by Jascha Heifetz and the St. Louis Symphony.   A graduate student at New England Conservatory, Mr. Rhee was recently awarded the Silver Medal at the highly prestigious International Violin Competition of Indianapolis.  He has performed concertos with major symphony orchestras in Pittsburgh, Milwaukee, Indianapolis and San Diego, and has been praised by The Strad for his “sophisticated, assured tone, superb intonation, and the kind of pose and showmanship that thrills audiences.”
The BCSO and Mr. Grand open the concert with the Prelude to Richard Wagner’s magnificent opera, Die Meistersinger von Nürnberg (The Mastersingers of Nuremberg).  In an unusual twist, Wagner completed the opera’s Prelude in 1862 before commencing work on the rest of the musical score, which he subsequently completed in 1867.  The Prelude utilizes five principal themes that form a musical digest of the whole opera, two of which symbolize the Mastersingers, while the others are associated with   the romance of Walther and Eva, the opera’s main characters.  After introducing 
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each musical theme, Wagner weaves them into an ingenious contrapuntal fabric, bringing the Prelude to a brilliant climax with a resplendent restatement of the Mastersingers’ theme in full orchestra.
Maestro Domínguez and the BCSO conclude this winter performance with The Firebird Suite by Igor Stravinsky.  The première of the complete ballet took place in Paris in June 1910, the composer ultimately extracting from the score three suites, including the most well-known version from 1919 which the BCSO performs.  This suite parallels the scenario of the ballet, consisting of an introduction and five major sections, musically depicting various scenes that feature the young hero, Prince Ivan; the evil king, Kashchai; the dazzling Firebird with her magic feather; and thirteen beautiful princesses, one of whom falls in love with Ivan.  The suite culminates in a grand and glorious finale, announcing the triumph of good over evil.
Tickets, $25 for adults and $20 for seniors, can be purchased in Doylestown at Rutherford’s Camera Shop and the Doylestown Bookshop, or online at BucksCountySymphony.org.  Students are admitted free.  Call 215-348-7321 or visit the website for more information.    
###
About the Bucks County Symphony Orchestra

For 70 years, the Bucks County Symphony Orchestra has enriched the community with performances of classical music in local venues at affordable ticket prices.  Its board members and the majority of its musicians are volunteers committed to enriching the musical arts in Bucks County and surrounding communities. The Bucks County Symphony Orchestra continues to carry forth the mission of its founders: sharing the joy of symphonic music through live performance and educational outreach.
To learn more about Bucks County Symphony Orchestra, visit BucksCountySymphony.org.
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Julian Rhee, violinist
